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"To the Legislature: With profound re-

gret for the misfortunes of our more pre-

tentious sisters of the East. I congratulate
the state of Kansas upon the many simple
blessings that have fallen to us In these
Adverse times. While those who clamor
for alms lu the streets of the crowded cities
are many, those who seek assistance from
ur ready public bounty are few. While

the failure of great commercial Institutions
brings sad calamity to the chief capitals
where fortunes accumulate, the less im-

posing but quite as useful depositories of
Kansas savings are giving gratifying evi-

dences of stability. While, according to, the
press of the nation's most populous metro-poll- s,

her children linger In the streets
la the lore of the pavement,

unfed except at the hands of charity, un-

housed, except In the kennels they dispute
with creatures scarcely less miserable, the
commonwealth of Kansas, rejoicing In a
public "school system which Is the most
grateful heritage we receive from our fath-
ers, and the best legacy we can leave to our
children, finds ample house room and
school room for every Kansas child and for
such struggling waifs as come to us from

' where penury and parsimony stalk side by
side. There are uo tramps in Kansas, ex-

cept those birds of passage that flit by us,
giim reminders of conditions In older com-
munities.

"With cheerful audacity lliat almost chal-
lenges admiration, Grub street scribblers
on a venal press, which panders to the
most vicious instincts of scml-civlllz- for-
eign colonies like New York city and Chi-

cago, with scmt-bajbar- lc splendor at the
apex, and semi-barbar- ic squalor at the base
of their social life, have offered their puny
and presumptuous criticism of those whose
shoestrings they are not worthy to un-

loose The dogs of Egypt have barked at
the Pyramids unanswered for fltty cen-

turies. When the accused doge stood before
the Venetian council, he said: 'My defense
is your accusation.' Let Grub street rail
on. They well know that Kansas was a
pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of Are by

night,' before an oppressed people in me
nation's darkest hour. We shall keep those
flres alight in our camps and that smoke
oscendln? from our hilltops till this is In

deed a government of the people and for the
people and by tne people.

"For she failed you not in the ea.ly day,
and she failed vou not In the late.

"Nor forgot you how the balance was
poised on our vouugest state.

"And how with the fate of Kansas was
Jinked the nation's fate.

Financial Conditions.
"In a full and exhaustive report the state

treasurer sets forth our financial condition,
which shows that at the beginning of the
fiscal year, July 1, 1S04, there were 842,- -

426.23 on hand, ana that tne receipts our
lng the tlscal year ending June 30, 1H95, and
1696, were 14,898,091.83, making a total of
45,740,410.06. The disbursements for the
two years named above were Jv,135, baa. uo,
leaving a balance in tne treasury June au,
1896. of 4004.529.10. The report for the
year ending December 31, 1896, shows that
the balance on hand was fjua.ajs.ja, ana
that the permanent school fund amounts to

7.016. 993. Ill
"January 1, 1895, our state bonded indebt--

' dness was 8788,000. on Marcn 15, ihu&'
36,500 was paid and on July 1, 1895, J70,-OO-

which leaves at present a bynded in-

debtedness of $082,000; 1449,000 of these
bonds are owned by the permanent school
fund, 19,000 by the permanent university
fund and the balance, 8224,000, by individu-
als and corporations. On July 1, 1897, and
July 1, 1898, 420,000 In 7 per cent bonds be- -
come due.

"The Mate treasurer In his report recom-
mends that the whole amount be refunded
In 4 per cent bonds and sold to tho perma
nent school fund. The suggestion meets my
approval for the reason that any increase
of pur state levy at this time to meet these
bonds would work a hardship on our tax-
payers, and the further fact that. In these
days when many unsafe and unquestionable
bonds are being hawked around, an invest
ment of this kind will protect this fund that
has been s' side for the educational pur-
poses of our state.

Charitable Institutions.
"No class of people should receive the

pity of their fellow men more than the in-

mates of our charitable institutions. Many
of them have been reared in luxury, some
of them are waifs of the street and the har-
vest of our present economic conditions, yet
All of them are human and born In the like-
ness of their Maker. Their care and com- -.

fort are a sacred duty Imposed upon us by
humanity and all the better elements of our
nature. Some of these institutions are
illlcd with those to whom the Bunllght of
noonday and the darkness of midnight are
the same. Others are unable to enjoy con-
versation with their fellow beings, and
nothing takes the place of the senses,
which are most gratifying to humanity.
Some of them are bereft of reason and
Ntruggle through hallucinations against im-

aginary evils. Some are born into the
world bereft of reason or sense and arc
thrown upon our pity and charity from the
beginning. I consider it one of the most
essential duties of the executive and the

branches of the legislature to
xee that the best of treatment be accorded
them, that those who care for them should
be kind, attentive and take an Interest In
their work, that their food should be clean,
wholesome and plentiful, that the sanitary
conditions of the buildings where they are
confined are conducive to their health, that
the professional duties be administered by
as good talent as the state possesses; in
short, that the gravest duty that we have
to discharge is in the care of those who are
unable tscare for themselves and are placed
In the institutions of our state as wards of
the state.

"A visiting board for all the charitable,
educational and penal institutions of the
state, with power to come and go and report
abuses to the governor would be a good
thing.

The Asylum at Osawatomle.
"At the last session of the legislature, ap-

propriations were made for the rebuilding
t the central building at this institution,

erection of boilor bouse, electric light plant
and several minor improvements. These
improvements have all been made, yet, from
the reports of the superintendent of this
institution I find that there are several mat-
ters that need your consideration. The
principal one Is, that the property has sus-
tained serious damage which demands re-
pairs, and unless these are' accomplished at
the earliest possible moment great Injury
will be done the institution. Not having
had an opportunity to visit and make a per-
sonal examination of this matter, I would
rail the attention of your committees who
visit the different Institutions to this report

Insane Asylum at Topoka.
One of the largest appropriations that

will have to be made by the present legisla-
ture Is for the care of the destitute Insane
over the state, who could not be accommo-
dated at the Topeka and Osawatomle
asylums.

For the present; I believe that the asylums
at Topeka and Osawatomle should be com

pleted In accordance with tho specifications
of the architect who formulated the plans
for their building, but It is evident that in
the near future another Institution will
have to be established. However, I am of
the opinion that if tho two asylums we now
have were completed, we can tide over
until the next sccsion of the legislature. It
might be well to make arrangements for
the future looking to the building ot an-

other institution of this kind, so that if the
occasion demands It at the next session of
the legislature, appropriations could be
made and the buildings completed as quick-
ly as the circumstances and conditions de-

mand.
For Idiotic and Imbecile Yontli.

"According to the report of the superin-
tendent,, there arc 117 pupils at present In
this institution. There are a few recom-
mendations made by tho superintendent
which will need your consideration, and I
would ask for the inmates of this institu-
tion, which appeals so much to our human-
ity, the same considerate treatment as is
accorded those who have brighter futures
and are Mssessed of faculties that 'make
life worth living.

Soldiers, Orphans nnd Veterans.
"This institution (the soldiers' orphans'

home at Atchison) was founded and endow-
ed for the purpose of caring for the orphan
children of the veterans of our civil war,
but years have rolled by since that event,
and the orphans of the soldiers have in
most instances become citizens and capable
of caring for themselves. Since that time,
however, the doors have been opened to the
orphan children of the State who are needy
and who were looked upon by society as
waifs. Any reasonable demands made by
this Institution should receive attention, to
the end that throughout the borders of our
great state no child be allowed to suffer
from hunger or the need of raiment

"The Soldiers' homo at Dodge City has
been established and maintained for years
for the care and enjoyment of he indigent
soldiers of our civil war. Its board has been
established and kept separate from that of
all of the other Institutions of this Btate. I
would recommend that this policy be con-

tinued, in order that those who risked their
lives In their country's defense may have
the advantage of the best treatment pos-

sible from our people. Kansas is known as
the great soldier state ol the union, and,
while we have within our borders tho na-

tional home, the state home at Dodge City is
a matter of pride to the citizens of our state.
Any reasonable request that may be made
for this institution should be granted.

Educational Institutions.
"The public school system of Kansas is

'the best evidence of the character of our
people and the best promise of our future.
That the percentage of Illiteracy Is lower
and the average of general Intelligence is
higher in Kansas than in New York and the
New England states, where great wealth
commanded admirable educational tacui-tlc- s

before our state was founded, is most
gratifying to our people. Some of the chief
educational Institutions, notable the State
University and the State Normal School,
which are reported crowded, will ask for
certain improvements and additional build-
ings. Several localities will ask that nor-
mal schools be established. Should vou con-

clude that another normal school is neces-
sary I would suggest that It be located in
some portion of the state of the largest pop-

ulation and in some central city of that
section.

The Schools of tho State,
"The report of the superintendent of pub-

lic instruction indicates that there are 9,284
schools in the state, with a school popula-
tion of 495,771. Of these, 878,339 were en-

rolled In the schools, while there was an
average attendance of 252,727. Kleven
thousand seven hundred teachers were em-

ployed, with an average salary, for male
teachers, of 842.82 per month, and for fe-

males teachets, of 835.58 per month. The
average number of mills .levied for all
school purposes was. 11.19. The school
property of Kansas, Including buildings and
grounds, is valued at $10,145,631. The
bonded indebtedness of the school districts
was $44,045,708. Sixteen thousand eight
hundred and thirty-seve- n persons were ex-

amined for teachers' certificates, of whom
11,408, with an average age of 20 years, re-

ceived certiorates. Only 356 districts have
failed to maintain public schools three
months. One hundred and five counties
hold teachers' institutes, each of which has
an attendance of over fifty members. These
institutes cost 138,776.60.

The Permanent School Fund.
"The state permanent school funds have

reached the munificent sum of $0,853,987.79
the greater part of which has been in-

vested in bonds. The intent and purpose
of the law governing the purchase of
bonds, with this fund was to buy none but
the best and those on which the Interest
and principal would be promptly paid. I
would suggest that the attorney general.
If necessary, be empowered to collect the
Interest and principal on these delinquent
bonds, if possible, and II not possible, to
collect in full, by and with the consent
of the executive council to compromise on
the best terms possible for the interests
of this fund, the proceeds to be turned into
the pcrmoncnt school fund, as provided by
law.

The University of Kansas,
"The rapid Increase in attendance during

recent years has made it difficult for the
university to keep pace with the demands
of the students. The board of regents
makes a very earnest petition for the build-
ing of a chemistry hall. If the legislature
decides to erect this building, it Is the Inten-
tion to devote the present diminutive chem-
istry building to the school of pharmacy,
which at present appears to be in a rather
unsettled condition as to house room.

"Again it appears from reports at hand
that the museum, which ranks among the
first possessed by any American colleges,
and in some respects ranks as the first, has
become so large that it is simply stored
like baled hay In Its present quarters. The
property, althongh accumulated at slight
expense, seems to have a great value, and
In its present quarters the state might lose
by fire or other accident, five times the
value that would be required to erect a
building suitable for the purposes ot the
museum.

'The time has evidently been reached
when larger quarters for the department
of chemistry, at least, and probably for the
workshop of the school of electrical engin-
eering have become absolute necessities I
commend the requests of the regents for
more room to the serious and thoughtful
consideration of the legislature. Only In-

telligent citizens of Kansas can maintain a
republic and I believe It Is a settled princi-
ple of the commonwealth of Kansas that
her people shall be as well prepared for the
duties of citizenship as those of any state in
the Union.

The State Agricultural College.
"This institution has a faculty of twenty-fo- ur

members and an attendance of 647 stu-
dents, two-thir- ds of whom are young men.
The students come from seventy-tw- o

counties in Kansas and most of them are
from farms. The average age is a little less
than 2L The Incomes last year was $73,-656.-

The agricultural college has an en-

dowment fund ot $500,000, which is invested
In bonds bearing interest at from 5 to 10
per cent Three-fifth- s of this money are
invested in municipal bonds which bear 6
per cent interest The properties of the In
stitution are valued at 1401,000, of which
$238,000 is the value of the grounds and
buildings.

'The report of the regents of this Insti
tution makes the statement that the chem
ical laboratory, which has been there for
twenty years. Is outgrown and offers no such
facilities as are needed. The rcecnts sug
gest that more room is needed for an ex
periment station ana lor laboratory work
In physics, and that a building could be
erected for about $40,000 which would serve
toe purpose. The regents also suggest the
need of greater funds for various purposes,
which are detailed in their report

The State Normal School.
"The State' Normal school hu a mrrm f

twenty-seve- n instructors and attendance of

1 ,660 students, and a library of 1 3,000 books,
i This Institution has an income of $38,200, of
which, for the year ending June 80, 1896,

'
$4,146.89 was received as fees from the
model department, special clashes ana ir-

regular Bludents. One hundred and elghty.-Uv-e

children urc Instructed In the model de-

partment, which Is utilized for training pur-
poses. Ninety counties are represented at
the Institution. During tho last ten years
11,018 pupils have attended tho State Nor-

mal school, coming from ninety-fou- r coun-
ties. Last year there were students from
twelve other states and territories. Two-thir- ds

of the present attendants are ladles.
"The board of regents urge that the law

providing for the recognition of State Nor-

mal school diplomas for cities of the first
and second classes bo made so specific that
there could bo no question in the minds of
anvone as to their legality as teachers' cer-

tificates. It occurs to me that the state
owes it to itself to see that this is done. If,
after all the money expended, the gradu-
ates of this Institution are not fitted to teach
any of our common schools, the Institution
is a failure. We know that our state nor-

mal ranks high among similar institutions,
that Its students are as efficient, curriculum
as liberal, Its instructors as proficient as any
of its rivals; therefore, its diplomas should
be as good, at least, as the certificates Issued
by the county board of examination.

"The board of regents aNk that cer-

tain improvements and additional room be
furnished. Under the head of educational
institutions I recommend that It would bet-

ter serve the Interests of the people to es-

tablish an auxiliary normal school In some
other portion of the state, rather than to
erect more extensive buildings at Emporia.

The 6tto Penitentiary.
"The penitentiary contained 891 prisoners

Juno 30, 1890. Of these seventeen were
women. For the fiscal year ending June 30
1890, the expenditures of the institution
were $151,000.29, tho carnlnils $148,910.60.
The report of the warden, board of direct-
ors and officials contains au exhaustive
treaties on the expenditures and necessities
of the institution. Hut few realize the mag-

nitude of this institution or the careiul at-

tention which it should receive from the
legislature in order to keep It abreast of in-

stitutions of the same kind In sister states.
At times lu our history this has been a

institution. At other times it
has been considerable of a burden to the
taxpayers of the state. I.Ike all other Insti-

tutions where manual labor is performed,
the state prison at Lansing makes the best
showing when times are good, money
plenty, and the worst during hard times.

"The output ot coal irotn the penitentiary
has been Its principal source of revenue,
yet there is a sentiment in portions of the
State against utilizing this coal except for
state Institutions. In another portion of
this message certain recommendations are
made in regard to tue surplus after the
state institutions are supplied. This, In my
Judgment, at this time, is as far as we can
go on the line of correcting the placing of
coal mined by convict labor in competition
with free labor. If it could be so arranged
that instead of producing so much coal,
other manufactories could be established
which would not compete with the free
labor of the state, it would be better than
our present system. There are certain rec-
ommendations made by the board to which
your attention Is directed. The principal
necessities seem to be the completion of
more cells for the use of prisoners and addi-
tional clothing for convicts.

Reform School Criticisms.
"If there is any Institution In the slate

which is open to criticism, in my Judgment
the Reform School for Boys, situated In our
capital city, Is that one. Not that I would
charge Incompetence upon Its management
or employes, bnt from the fact that it Is Im-

possible to reform boys In Idleness. The
miniature man is so constituted that he
must have something to employ his mind
and hands, or else'he will Invent something
for himself. An old proverb, of doubtful
origin, says: 'Satan always finds work for
Idle hands to do,' and If this be true, and I
accept it as as true, I think his satanic maj-
esty is quite likely a visitor at the ltcform
School.

"I am informed that when this school was
established the object sought was to take
the erring boys and lead them to a better
and higher life. In order to do this they
should be taught trades and made useful
citizens. For some reason unknown to me,
the legislature has failed to make appropri-
ations for buildings and mechanical appa-
ratus for carrying out this idea. True, a
drill master has been employed and the
boys are being trained in the manual of
arms for the life of a soldier. I cannot
agree wlih the superintendent's report that
this is proper and right My experience Is
that nine out of tea boys who go astray do
so through the Influence of dime novels and
cheap llterature.wherein bandits, highway
men, blood and thunder and gunpowder are
promiscuously mixed. Any training wnicn
they might receive in the line of creating
bloodshed and gory war Inculcates the same
Idea in the Inside that brought them there
from the outside. In my humble judgment
they should be taught and instructed in tne
line of a peaceful citizenship, rather than
that of a soldier and war.

"I recommend to the Legislature that if it
Is thought impracticable to furnish appa-
ratus suitable for teaching them trades,
that additional appropriations be made for
the Hutchinson reformatory, and that the
boys be removed there, where they can have
the influence brought upon them that will
lead them in the right line. A continuation
of Dick Turpi n and Jesse James Ideas Inside
the walls of this institution will not reform
the boys, and, while it may hold them in
restraint for the time being and relieve so-

ciety of their presence and influence, yet
when they are turned loose their moral
Judgment will not be Improved to any great
extent

The Tfatchlnioa Reformatory.
"To reform the erring and make good citi-

zens of young men and boys who have been
led astray is one of the noblest works in
which men engage. With the view of doing
this the reformatory at Hutchinson was
established by the legislature in 1885, was
made ready for occupancy in 1895, and
opened with thirty of the least hardened
criminals from our state penitentiary. The
report of the board and my knowledge of
the institution lead me to believe that it has
proven a success and Is solving the problem
of what to do with the young criminals who
are started on a career of crime. The rooms
now completed are crowded to their full
capacity, and the board of directors are
asking lor an appropriation to complete
ccrtatn portions of the building so that It
can be used to accommodate other inmates.
This will necessitate more help, and, in my
Judgment, the requests should be granted.

The Board of Agriculture.
"In its past in our history the board of

agriculture has been a matter of public de-
rision, but in later years, in the hands of
competent men and men who have taken a
deep interest in the matter, it has become a
matter of state pride and much benefit to
the agricultural portions of our state. The
reports of this office have not only received
commendations from the press of the state,
but have been accepted as good authority on
certain matters In our sister states. As a
large portion of our citizens are interested
In agriculture, I deem it right and proper
that this board should receive due consider-
ation at your hands, to the end that Kansas
may have the advantage of the experience
of others and along the different lines which
bring success to the men engaged in this
calling.

The Board of Fnbllo Works,
"My predecessor, in his message to the

legislature two years ago, recommended the
abolishment of the board of public works.
The senate, of which I bad the honor to be a
member at that time, upon this recommen-
dation made no appropriation for its main-
tenance. The law, however, governing the
board and its appointments, was not re-
pealed. Hence you. no doubt will be asked
to make aa appropriation for the board
which was appointed by my predecessor
after the adjournment of the legislature.
This Is a matter which I will leave entirely
to your. Judgment I cannot, refrain, bow-eve- r,

from saying that I heartily agree with
the recommendatloa made by Governor

Morrill that the board should be abolished.
We have a state architect whose duty it Is
to make the plans and specifications for our
state buildings.

. Sharp Irrigation Criticism.
"A few years ago the people ot the West-

ern part of the state became Interested in
the subject of irrigation, and the cry of
'irrigate or emigrate' was used by those
who believed that the salvation of that por-

tion of tho state depended upon the success
or failure of Irrigation. Two years ago a
board of Irrigation was established by tho
legislature and an appropriation was made
for the purpose of experimenting along the
line of Irrigation from wells.

T have been unable to procure a copy of
the board's report but I am Informed that
In several places wells have been put down,
wind mills erected and allowed to go to
rack and ruin. If there have been any.
resutts obtained that would Justify the out-
lay of the appropriation, I have not been
Informed as to what they were. People
from the western part of the state. In In-

terviews ond conversation, are divided upon
the question of whether Irrigation from
this source can be, made a success or not
Some go so far as to say that It Is
a failure and a delusion; others say that a
continuation of the experiments ought to
be made In order to give It a fair trial. I
would recommend to the Legislature that
this receive careful Investigation at your
hands. If, from the cxjerlence of the board
and Its results obtained so far, together
with that of individuals who have tried It to
their own satisfaction, it Is found that Irri-
gation of this kind cannot be made a suc-

cess, I would recommend that the board be
abolished. I do not make this recommenda-
tion to discourage the people of the western
part of the state. The admirable advant-
ages offered stockmen are probably supe-

rior to those engaged In agriculture at
times. An adaptation of means to ends will
enable the people to avail themselves of all
the resources of that quarter of Kansas.

Forestry and Silk Stations.
"The state forestry stations, established

in the Western portion of the state for the
purpose of testing whether trees of certain
kinds could be successfully raised, have
been In existence for several years. In my
Judgment, the question, if it ever can be
solved, has been solved, and I would recom-
mend that unless the provisions of estab-
lishment make Its continuance for a speci-
fied number of years obligatory and the
contract has not been filled on the part of
the state so that Us abolishment would lose
the state the title to the land, that it be
abolished." The same recommendation Is
made with regard to the silk station at
Peabody.

Live Stock Sanltury Commission.
"In my Judgment one of the most Import-

ant, if not the most Important industry of
our state, is our cattle interests. The an-

nual report ot the sanitary commission has
received my careful attention, and I believe
that it has done efficient work during the
last two years. I would ask of the legislature
that the needs of this important board be
attended to, to the end that we may have a
feeling of security amonprst those who are
interested in this great Industry. The sta-
tistics show that Kansas is forging ahead as
a cattle raising state. In western Kansas,
especially, the finest cattle and beef are pro-

duced at a nominal cost, and I predict that
In a few years the western part of the state
will enjoy an extensive development of this
business. I would recommend the careful
study of the board's report, and that all
necessary appropriations be made to carry
on the work of protecting this great In-

dustry.
Consolidation of Boards,

"I would recommend that the law govern-
ing the appointment of the penitentiary
board be so amended that it can also super-
vise and control, in addition to the peniten-
tiary at Lansing, the Hutchinson reforma-
tory and, If not abolished, the reform school
for boys at Topeka. At present this institu-
tion Is under the supervision of the state
board of charities. The Hutchinson reform-
atory is under a separate board To make
the matter plain, I would have all of the
penal Institutions under the charge of the
board of directors for penal Institutions and
all of the charitable institutions under the
supervision of the state board of charities.

Railroads Criticized.
"The question of the regulation of trans-

portation companies has been one that has
commanded the attention of the legislatures
of the various states since railroads were
first Introduced. These corporations have
received their charter rights from the vari-
ous states, and these states naturally con-

cluded that they had the right to regulate
and control the corporations that they thus
had created. This view of the case was con-

stantly combatted by the corporations, who
claimed, as they were private corporations,
they were not subject to state legislation so
far as their charges were concerned
a view that they have not yet
abandoned. When, however, the courts
of the states began to hold that they wero
public corporations, and therefore amend-
able to the legislature of the states, they ap-

pealed to the federal courts, claiming,
first, that they were private corporations,
and, secondly, that If they were quasi-publ- ic

corporations, the regulation of them
could only be bad through the federal Con-
gress. The courts having sustained this
view, the people of the various states then
demanded that the federal Congress should
pass such legislation and create such
boards of control as were necessary to se-

cure to the people their Just rights In the
matter. In obedience to this demand, Con-
gress, eleven years ago, created that subter-
fuge for justice called the interstate com-
merce commission, and enacted legislation
that was supposed by the people to be for
the purpose of securing their rights and con-

trolling these corporations. After eleven
years of weary waiting, the people are now
told by this commission, In Its tenth annual
report, just Issued, that the law under which
they were acting was defective and bad
been held by the court of last resort as In-

operative and unconstitutional.
"Thus, after fifty 'years of effort in this

direction, we find that practically nothing
has been done toward the control of cor-

porations; that the question has been
avoided and delayed as much as possible
through the courts, and finally, at the end,
we find the will of the people thwarted and
the corporations resting upon the bosom of
the supreme court with the same feeling of
confidence and security that an infant re-
poses upon the bosom of a wet nurse.

The Supreme Court Criticised.
"It the Congress ot the United States pass

an amended law the torpid snake of litiga
tion will again begin to crawl slowly through
the mazes of the law towards the court of
final jurisdiction, and If the leaden heel of
justice is as slow and if the meditations of
the court are as great and if they shall pon-

der as long over the constitutionality of the
law in the future as they have done in the
past posterity will have arrived In time to
hear their next decision, and the existing
generation will have ceased to take interest
in transportation matters on this earth, be-
cause they will, by that time, have been
transported beyond the jurisdiction of the
court Therefore, it seems to me that if re-

lief is desired by this generation they can-
not wait upon the slow evolution of the fed
eral Congress and federal courts, but must
seek for relief without resorting thereto.

'I therefore recommend that the legisla
ture pass a maximum freight law that will
be fair to corporations and Just to the peo-
ple. I believe, also, that the board of rail-
road commissioners should be clearly vested
with the powers of a court and given the
power to adjust fares and freight within the
state of Kansas as they may deem Just and
not exceeding the maximum rate, and that
their powers shall be made definite and cer-
tain, but subject to appeal to the supreme
court of the state. In doing this I think the
legislature should not proceed in any spirit
of retaliation or revenge for the misdeeds of
the corporations in the past but they should
make their purpose clear to these corpora-
tions, that in the future, the interests of the
citizens of this state are to be taken into
account, as well as the welfare of the cor-
porations, and that profits in good times and
losses in bad ones are to be equally shared
between them,

Varlons Recommendation.
Liberal support of the live stock sanitary

commission is urged.
A change in the grain inspection laws is

recommended, to the end that Inspectors
aud weighers be appointed by the state.

A consolidation of boards Is recommended
so as to "have all the per. a. institutions
undercharge of the board of directors for
penal institutions, and all of the charitable
institutions under the supervision of the
state board of charities."

Reform of the Insurance laws for the pro-
tection of Insurers is urged.

District ownership of textbooks, while not
urged upon the legislature, is strongly rec-
ommended.

As to the Kansas City stock yards. Gov-

ernor Leedy suggests "that 100 per cent
profit above the price in the Kansas City
market Is sufficient on the sales of grain and
hay, and I recommend an enactment to that
effect The statutes should provide that
the live stock sanitary commission should
have such control of the stock yards owned
by the above named company as shall be
necessary to the enforcement of the laws
you make, If this recommendation com-
mends Itself to your judgment"

Mortgage Legislation.
Governor Lcedy's recommendation as to

mortgage legislation is as follows:
"A great deal of complaint comes from

over the state in regard to mortgages made
and executed In this state, which have been
made, as a rule, to companies organt.ed
under the laws of our state for the pur-
pose of loaning money. These mortgages
are sold In the East and in many cases the
party who struggles through and pays his
loan finds that lie has been swindled, and
in order to clear his title he must again
pay the amount cr lose his home. Section
3889 should be ho amended as to require
every assignment of mortgage, or note se-

cured by mortgage, to be placed on the rec-
ords in the county where the real estate is
located. This, In great measure, will guard
against any recurrence of these swindles,
which are unjust and work great hardship
to the people of the state. Such an enact-
ment will enable the debtor to deal directly
with his creditors, without the intervention
of somebody who preys upon the necessities
of both."

Commissioner Brcidenthal's recommend-
ations as to the changes in the banking laws
are commended to the attention of the leg-

islature, and strict state supervision of
building and loan associations and of loan,
trust and Investment companies urged.

A Stnto Railroad Proposed.
"If the corporations will accept such Just

and fair regulallon, subject to review by
the supreme court of the state, well and
good, but, in the future, as In the past,
they flock under the protecting wing of the
federal courts, where justice to the people
seems not only blind as It should be, but
deof and dumb also, then I advise the peo-
ple of the state of Kansas to seek for Justice
ont of court In doing so I can only point to
one route by which it can be obtained, and
that is for the states west of the Mississippi
river to build a road of their own to tide-
water by the shortest and most direct route,
which will put them In a position to com-

mand the situation without getting Into any
complication with the railroad com-

panies or with the federal courts. We
have at Galveston now a harbor that
can be entered safely by the largest ships.
The federal government has expended
$0,000,000 in creating an outlet in Galveston
bay and providing a safe harbor for a term-
inal point In order to get to this harbor
there are no mountains to tunnel and no
large rivers to cross and no engineering
difficulties in the way. It is practically a
plain upon which a road cannot only be
built, but can be operated as cheaply as any-
where in the world. At the present value of
labor and material a road can be built for
from $6,000 to $10,000 a mile, and It would
be as unjust to the people of this generation
to ask them to support a railroad
bonded at $50,000 a mile as It would
have been to the people of a preceding gen-
eration to haul their grain and merchan-
dise on the turnpike of that time, after they
had been parallelled by railroads. No doubt
the owners of atock In the turnpikes of that
day claimed that they had a vested right to
fair Interest upon their investment but the
railroads did not consider '.he interests of
the turnpike owner In any way. 'fhey sim-
ply superseded the turnpike, and If the rail-
road company of the present time do not re-

duce their capital to a basis upon which
railroads can be built now, then the people
will be forced, as a last resort, to parallel
these roads as they did the turnpike.

Arguments for a Stato Road,
"It the states ot Texas and Nebraska would

Join us in the building of a line to Galveston
the expense of building such a road would be
merely nominal, when compared with the
vast sums of money that would be saved to
the citizens of these states through tho
lowering of freight rates; In fact, the over
charge above wbat is reasonable and fair
charge on grain upon the crop now existing
in the stae of Kansas would pay all the
charges of completing such a road, were the
Btate of Kansas to undertake it herself.
Such a road, when completed, would place
the people of this state In a position of inde-
pendence in the matter of transportation so
far aa the railroad compantis and the fed-

eral courts were concerned, and I do not be
lieve that such a move would be injurious to
the railroad companies in the long run.

"The lowered rates of freight would at-

tract a great and constantly increasing
business by drawing traffic In that direction,
and the decreased rate at which the rail-
roads would be compelled to carry freight
would be made up in the volume of business.
The state of New York, by completing the
Erie canal and keeping the tolls at a low
rate, has caused the commerce of the coun-
try to flow In that direction, so as to make it
the great commercial metropolis of the
country, but this did not retard the
building of railroads, which do business
in competition with It; In fact, the
finest railroad in the world, with four
tracks, was built lor the purpose of com-

peting with this canal for business. The
total amount of money expended by tho
state of New York upon the Erie canal, ac-

cording to recent publications, has lieen
116,0O0,000, and the receipts there-

from have been $132,000,000. If the
state of New York has profited so vastly
by pursuing this course, 1 think it would be
policy for the West to quit taking their ad-
vice on commercial affairs and begin to
follow their example. And elsewhere,
where It has been necessary tp compete
with water transportation in the carrying
of freight, railroads have never hesitated
to enter into that competition. The haul
from Chicago east to the Erie canal is
greatly reduced, because water transporta
tion makes It necessary. The hsut trom st
Louis to New Orleans is also made at a low
rate In erder to compete with water trans-
portation. These railroads that do business
at a very low rate and in competition with
water transportation are In as good condi-
tion financially as railroads which do not
have to compete in such a way. Therefore,
it seems to me that it would be wise for this
legislature to ask the legislatures of Texas
and Nebraska, whose state laws have been
set aside and annulled as ours have been, to
consider the feasibility of such a plan, in
case the laws that I hope will be passed by
this legislature should fail of success.

Following John Brown's Load.
"Gentlemen of the legislature, we cannot

hope. In the short space of fifty days, to cor-

rect all the mistakes, to remedy all the evils
that have been made and have arisen
along with our magnificent civilization, but
we should endeavor to accomplish such
results as will demonstrate to those who
follow us that our Intentions were good,
our actions determined and our counsels
Judicious. We arc more hands on the dial
plate of Kansas. The works are beneath
and behind us. where a million and a half
of God's poor people toil and struggle. A

feneration has passed away since John
Osawatomle, struck one. Let us

no live and so move while dressed in our
little brief authority that those who look
may hope that we have struck two.
"John Brown of Osawatomle, he made our

soil so?free.
Advanced the Kansas thought so high, for

all the world to see.
His names calls such a paeon forth, by Kan-

sas name and song.
Men know the trail to freedom runs, awa

from every .wrong. "
JOHS W. LEEDY.

THE JOKER'S CORNER.
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"My Lady Fair" Transmigration Among
the Lower Order of Animals A Post
Xiium Conversation Preparing for the
Worst A Small Boy's WUh Victim
of thing.

r, ERE Bho comes
my lady so fair
and so fine

From the gold of
tun ITS Vlf her hair ta the

glitter and shine
NI y" m , r, Iyji uer ruiupnuuur

IS Bilk with ,ts ruf"
uca UL into

A wonderful vision
of fashion and
grace.

Here she conies my lady drawing on
the pink gloves

Which I know, even here, have the
scent that she loves;

And soft, as Bhe moves her fingers of
snow,

I catch In tho movement the sparkle
and glow.

Of tho ring that I gave her tho dia-

mond solitaire
That marks her "my lady," in Vanity

Fair;
My lady my jewel to have and to

hold
As her diamond is held in a setting

of gold.

My lady my jewel would she sparkle
and glow

If into tho light I should suddenly
go,

And stand where her beautiful eyes
would discover

Tn tho flash of a moment, the eyes of
her lover?

Would she turn to my glance us tho
diamond turns

To light all its rays, till it blushes
and burns?

Should I, standing thus, in that mo-

ment her lover,
He tho light, all the light of her soul to

discover?

Ah, my lady my jewel so fair and so
fine,

Of your soul I have had little token or
sign;

When I put on your finger that dia-

mond solitaire,
T knew I was buying in Vanity Fair.

Transmigration.

Webfoot Didn't Elder Swipes say
there Is probably a bird heaven?

Von Gobblekins Yes, why?
Webfoot I was Just thinking that

Christmas morning you and I would
bo birds of Paradise. , ; j

: :, i
i

Victim of Slang.
Mr. Skemcr Mrs. Sapmind, I am

going to bring a visitor around this
evening to introduce to your daughter.
I think he will be a good catch for her.

Mrs. Sapmind What sort of a per-

son Is he, Mr. Skemer?
Mr. Skemer He is a wealthy planter.
Mrs. SapmlDd I don't care hoy

wealthy he is, I'll never let my daugh-

ter marry an undertaker. Boston
Courier. ;

Preparing for the Worst.
"Vy, Hans, how It vos dot you again

von so mooch getrunken?"
"It like dis Is. I va3 heared dot dcre

vos some talk like dey vos going to in-

crease dot beer tax soon yet. So I
git me pooty full vilo dere is yet blonty
time." Cleveland Plain Dealer.

Wanted to Work Illra.
First Tramp Couldn't you work tho

old dame for a meal?
Second Tramp No; she wanted mo

to saw wood for it.
"I see; she wanted to work you for

It." Yonkers Statesman.

His Fond Hope.
Mrs. G. (as her husband departs for

a club meeting) If you're later than
midnight I sha'n't speak to you.

G. I hope you won't, dear. London
Figaro.

A I'Oit Xmas Chat.

Smith Why, hello. Brown, did you
hang up your stocking last Christmas?

Brown No. My overcoat.

Small Doy's WUh.
First Small Boy I wish I had that 5

cents back that I spent for candy.
Second Small Boy What would you

do with it?
First Small Boy Buy more candy.

Boston Couri"


